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Putting Action 
Into the Three "R' " 
"LEARNING by doing" is the aim 
of the new activity type of school 
in which children are taught the 
basic principles of language and arith-
metic by working at some fascinating 
project and not by learning them as 
abstract problems. 
A school building has been planned 
and erected in Bell, California, for this 
type of school. This building is L-
shaped and consists of five class rooms 
for the kindergarten, first and second 
grade divisions each of which opens at 
the back onto an open passageway and 
is connected in front by sliding glass 
doors with an adjacent patio of large 
floor space. 
Each patio, when it is completed, 
will be enclosed by a shrubbery hedge 
and will be a plot of green, durable 
growth underfoot. 
The classrooms, all of which face 
east and west thus getting a maximum 
amount of sunlight, and the open air 
classrooms will eliminate the pupil's 
longing to get out into the air and sun-
light, for in this new school he has the 
feel of the out of doors throughout the 
day. 
No More Noise 
By Ida Ruth Younkin 
G ONE are the days when the freshman dining room in Mary 
B. Welch West could be likened 
to a "boiler factory" because of its bad 
acoustics. Now when a plate sails out 
of the hand of a nervous waiter, it 
lands with an unnoticeable dull thud . 
By the use of a sound-absorbing cane 
board, the acoustical properties of the 
Welch West dining room have been 
definitely improved. The cumulation of 
sound from the chatter of girls and 
the clatter of dishes and its reverber-
ation from the smooth, plaster walls 
were corrected by the sound-deaden-
ing material. 
Just how does one go about deter-
mining the acoustical needs of a room 
such as the Welch West diningroom? 
Is it possible to introduce too much 
sound-deadening material? The an-
swer to the latter question is yes. With 
too great an increase in the sound ab-
sorbing ability of a room, sound does 
not carry well and life is taken out of 
the room. The exact amount of this 
material used is carefully calculated 
The sound-absorbing material may 
be placed at any point in the room 
says Professor Plagge, so long as the 
sound can reach it. Such material has 
been placed on the bottom of the ta-
bles in the Commons of Memorial 
Union to absorb the noise of scraping 
chairs nnd scuffiing feet 
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The education major as well as the 
institution manager will find this new 
sound-absorbing material a boon in her 
profession. Quiet classroom and corri-
dors, making it possible to be heard 
withou t shouting would be an aid to 
her. Nurseries and children's play-
rooms could use this material, too. 
Shop 
in .h. I Sho~ 
Art majors will find an opportunity 
to enjoy new designs and work out 
new color combinations. Instead of 
the flat colored paints on walls, rooms 
may now be made more beautiful 
through the richness and variety of 
color tones available. Pattern possi-
bilities are many with the different 
shaped blocks of the acoustical board. 
One commercial company has even 
gone so far as to carve the board to 
make interesting wall panels. 
Cranberries mak e excellent relishes. 
and are especially good when used raw. 
You can make a delicious cranberry 
relish by running a pound of cranber-
ries and a whole orange through a food 
chopper, and then adding a cup of 
sugar or a cup of strained honey, and 
just a bit of salt to bring out the flavor. 
A good company for the roast of meat 
or for chicken, duck or turkey, the 
relish, if placed in a tight jar and stored 
in the refrigerator, will keep well two 
or three weeks. 
Beauty Craft Studio 
COMPLETE BEAUTY SERVICE 
INDIVIDUAL HAIRSTYLING 
POPULAR PRICES 
403 Shops Bldg., Des Moines, Ia. 
IM""""'''' St•"ght Invtt.• You to the SHOPS' COFFEE ROOM 
"\Vh.ere Better Food I s Servedu 
8th and Grand 
Specia l Attention to Private Parties 
Service from 10 a . m . to 8 p. m. 
Francis' Beauty Salon 
FORMAL COIFFEURS 
Finger Waving 
Permanent Waving 
5 Expert Operators to Serve You 
21 Shops Bldg. Dial 4-0917 
WHEN BREEZES BLOW 
there is nothing 
quite so cheering 
as 
a visit to the 
favorite rendezvous 
of all 
Iowa State 
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